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Dear Teacher and Administrator:
[Insert County Farm Bureau or Business Name Here] is excited to partner with the Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation to celebrate Agricultural Literacy.  Throughout 2021, volunteers from across the state are participating by serving as virtual guest readers in elementary classrooms where they will read the Maryland Agricultural Education Foundation’s (MAEF) 2021 Ag Lit Book of the Year, Tales of the Dairy Godmother: Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish by Viola Butler.
Maryland’s Ag Literacy program is typically celebrated in March with volunteers then reading to schools throughout the year. It is routinely recognized by the Maryland Secretary of Agriculture and offers students a fun and educational opportunity to learn more about farming and the source of their food.  Additionally, the event connects teachers and schools to resources in their community.  Past readers have included Maryland’s Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, along with many more dedicated members of the agriculture community. 
MAEF’s 2021 Book of the Year is Tales of the Dairy Godmother: Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish by Viola Butler.  This farm-to-table book about food and farming will connect students to the source of their favorite dessert – ice cream.  To complement the book, MAEF has developed lessons and activities for teacher use to further students’ learning.  These, as well as additional lesson plans for all of MAEF’s Ag Literacy books, an ever-growing database of ag-based lesson plans & resources, as well as information on MAEF’s many programs that reach students across the state can be found on the website, maefonline.com ( “Educators” tab ( “Elementary Education”.
I would love to help your school celebrate agriculture’s story with this engaging book as a virtual guest reader. We hope that your school/district will join with us as we share agriculture’s story with you! 
Sincerely,
[Insert Name and Contact Information Here]
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